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17" February2020

fiNever worry about numbers. Help one person at a time and always start with the person nearest you
MotherTeresa

To All In Our Learning Community,

Our learning communitwill have the opportunity to gatherithcoming Friday evening to celebrate the
beginning of our new school yed special welcome is extended to those children, familiestfidvho join our
learning community this yeafamilies arewelcomeo begin gathering at 5pm with our Tabloid Sigdoeginning at
5.30pm. At 6.30mwe will stop for dinner and then enjoy a disco from Z&80pm when ougveningwill
conclude. This informal evening is a chance to reacquaint withfo&hds and to make new on&¥e look forward
to seeing you on Friday

Congratulationgo all children on the way iwhichtheyhaveengaged in all the learning opportunities
provided over the past weeks. It has been wonderful to see the engagement of learners\asithegreflecton
theways ofliving and learningat Mother TeresaPrimary School. Congratulationgo our Foundationchildren who
have so seamlessly joined in thadly organisation routinesandroutinesof learning. We are most fortunate to
have such a committechd skiledstaff who are planning anddditating learningopportunitiesfor all children.

Next weelParentswill have thetimeandopportunityt 0 me et  wi ttehcher dt tha GhildRarent |
/Teacher conversations to highlight their cliilgtrengthsandthe goals they hope for theahild. These

conversatios are an extremely valuabtgpportunityto continueor beginy our partner shi p wi
aswe embark on the learnirjgurneyfor 2020.

Kind regards

Chris

This Weekds Happenings

Monday 17" February

Welcome Colleen Monaghamathematics learning Wednesdayl9" February

opportunities Professional Learning tearning documentation
Tuesdayl18" February Thursday20" February

Professional.earning ~Positive BehaviourSupport Author Visit year 5/ 6 Michael Wagner

Friday 21° February
Welcome BBQT/abloid Sports, Disco 58.30pm
Zooper Dooper Friday

(@)

t



Parent Child Teacher Chat2020

All children Foundation to Year 6 will be dismissed at 1.00pm Mond&yF2bruary 2020 when the
Foundatiori Year 6 Parent Child Teachers chats will take place.

Please refer to the online booking sheet for these thhatsforwarded to yothis week.

~ AshWednesday Mass ~ Wednesday'Xebruary 9.15am

| OnWednesday 26Februarywe will participate in Ash Wednesday Mass at

. 9.15am. Mass will take place in the central learning space. This will be our first
| Eucharistic gathering as a school community for2®20 school year. All
welcome.

Parent Helpers Stephanie Alexander Kitchen and Garden Program
Each Wednesday and Thursday groups of students from Foundation to
. _ Year 6 have the opportunity to engage in cook®adening activities
Stephanie AExandEr ) i )
KITCHEN GARDEN continue throughouhe week. Children have the opportunityctome
FOUNDATION. together to enjoy a delicious and nutritious meal using the prpduge
Growing Harvesting Preparing Smarmg NArvested from our gardeiRarents/Grandparents help is required in
the kitchen. If you are available to assist from approximately 11.36am
2.00pm please se® contackeither Ms Gasbarragasbarro@motherteresa.catholic.eduwairs Sabato
tsabato@motherteresa.cath@du.auo let them know when you are available.
All helpers require a current Working with Children Check (WWC). To gain a WWC visit
http://www.workingwithclildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/apply+for+a+check/

Medical Conditions
It is important that we are aware of children who have particular medical conditions. If your child doe
have a medical condition please notify the school immediately if yourt@\adready done so. Medical

Action Plans are required to ensure the correct care can be administered in the case of a reaction or

emergency. This includes Anaphylaxis, Asthma and Diabetic Action Plans.

Parking & Movement around our learning community

Please be aware of parking arparticularly parking restrictions around the school. You are advised to
allow extra time to drop off and pick up your childr@®teasebe patient and civil with others who are
alsodropping and picking up children. Please be aware of neighbours driveways and nature strips
when parking your car.

Pleasaise paths when moving around the property and be aware of where your child/ren are to be
collected at the end of the day.

Parent Helpers
If you are able to assist anylearningwithin our learning community please let us know. We are
currently looking for parent helpers to assist in the following areas:

9 Foundatiori Year 2 literacy or numeracy sbéiss Erin Smithor Miss Laura Nichaol

1 Yr. 3/ 4seeMrs Stefanie McNell

1 Year 5/6 see Miss Follacchio

9 Sustainability learningr Stephanie Alexander Kitchen GardeklVednesday and/or Thursday see|

Mrs Sabatmr Ms Gasbarro

All parent helpers require a Working with Children Check. Unfortunately toddlers cannot be
accommodated.

Items to bring from home

Please note that all childranerequested to bring the following items from home.
1 2 boxes of Tissues
1 Art Smock 1 Earbud Headphones
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It is particularly important that all childreéhi Year 6bring an art smock as paint, clay ankl are often
used in Visual Artend Japanese Calligraplaarning.

School Hat

Children are required to havevither Teresa Catholic Rgatfrom September to the end of April and
whenever UV levels reach 3 or aboY¥®u are able to purchase sdhhats through Northern Regional
Uniforms.

Sunscreen
Families are encouraged to apply sunscreen on children prior to coming to school. Children are ab
reapply this when required.

Packaging

Over the pastlevenyears the children have been erggh@h a number of inquiries that have
investigated the many types of packaging that are used for food. These inquiries initially included
weighing the amount of packaging children brought to school over a period of time and reducing th
We are now a p&age free school. AsiaPa c k age fweaskthatgoh domdt send food in

packaging. There are many plastic containers available for food storage. This can assist in reducing

packaging and keeping food frefeasedbel your plastic containers!

Book Boxes ~ Take home books
If your child requires a replacement Book Box these are available for purchase at the school office
$5 each.

Parents & Friends News

Welcome BBQ/Tabloid Sports/Disco NightFriday 21 February:

All children andfamilies are invited to attend our welcome BBQ on Frida{yPbruary between 5pm

i 8.30pm. This evening included Tabloid Sports for the children and a Disco! It is a great night to ¢
up with other families and to enjoy the beginning of our schoal yea

If you are able to assist with the BBQ on the night please let one of our reception staff know and a
member of the Parents and Friends will be in contact with you.

Parents and Friends Meeting
Our firstParentsand Friends meeting is to tagkace tomorrow night Tuesday.&ebruary at 7.30am
at the school.

Zooper Doopers Fridays

Zooper Doopers are sold each Friday in terms one and four. They are $1 each withiseadgaing
towards the school.

If anyone is free to help on Fridays this tdorsell the Zooper Doopers at lunch tiplease leave your
nameat reception

Relay for Life ~Saturday 29 February & Sunday # March 2020

Mother Teresa PS will be parfugting in the 280 Diamond Valley Rlay for Life. This fundraiser
rai ses monies that go towar ds aidhbupporCsarmicedlate tleo U
date in your diary ancefer to details at the bottom of the newsletter today.

Wh astl‘ti)appening in the L earning Spaces

AParents should be educated in the | anguage
expectations, and the child does not have to live in two wonhdth little understanding between the
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FoundationT Year 2 Learning Spaces

fiWhen we consciouslgngage young people in inquiring into how they learn, we are developing skills and
dispositions that act as important assets to them as learaersss the curriculum, iechool and beyond. | have
used the term Oassets6 to describe the broad ski
collaborating, seHmanaging, researching and communicating. Each of these broad assets includes multiple,
specific skils. The metaphor of a tool kit isugeful one. flwe thinking of each of the five assets as a
compartment in the tool kit, the specific skills are contained within each of those compartments, Alongside t
skills in this tool kit is what many describechs s posi ti onséA simple way to
more about what the | earner is 06doingd whereas ¢
(Murdoch, 2015, p. 90)

As members of the Mother Teresa Learning Community we are cotinuing to engage in learning
about our compelling questinHow can | h e linprdemtp 8nd duf abduteha routives
and agreed ways of our school. We will be engaging in learning opportunities to find out about the
agreed ways, the learnitigim and the different learning opportunities we will have in different space

5

around the school. In preparation for our parent/teacher chats, we will reflect on ourselves as learners

and identify the dispositions we would like to focus on throughouteimester.

As mathematicians,we will continue to explore the areassbfape, counting and place valuaVe will

be learning about the different properties of 2D and 3D shapes and use technology to draw and cr¢
different objects out of shapes. We wilalbe finding out about counting, making and identifying
numbers by using a range of different materials such as MAB and unifix blocks to represent differe
numbers. Some of us will also be engaging with our mathematical consultant, Colleen Monaghan t
further explore counting and place value.

As writers, some of us will begin to engageWriter & Notebook We will have time and opportunity
to observe pictures and objects that we are curious about. We will use the thinking 8adifi@nk -
Wonder to unpack the seed and record our thinking. We will use our thinking to come up with differ
writing focuses and engage in writing using one of the focuses.

As readers,we will have the opportunity to engage in the strategghafed reading.We will explae

a variety of texts and engagedialoguewith others to develop our skills as readerstiAskers we

will identify letters andmake connectiongo our sight words in the books that we read. This will enab
us to develop our confidence as we learretl sentences.

Home learning ~ Foundation to Year 2

The consolidation of learning tasks assist learners to gain further skills and compelieisdiestefore
agreedhatat Mother Teresa Primary Schdame learningis set anccompletedevery night. The
children will bring home a book to read and a counting task. The counting task will focus on the ski
that theeach childheed and will beidentified, by the teacher, on the take home counting sheet.
Some learners will also bring home sight woilisese are to be practiced nightly as well.

We thank you for your commitment to helping your childAnétih these homéearring tasks

We thank you for your commitment to helping your child/ren to learn.

Bridging Centre

Year 31 4 Learning Saces

As people of a faith based communitywe are beginning tbnd out about the whole school scripture,
Hebrews 13: 13, 1471 16. As researchers,and as part of reading focus groups we ®iilgjagen
reading the introduction tdebrewsfrom the bible tafind out about thevorld behind the textAs part
of becomingstrategic readers,we will engagein dialogue and the document ifDauble Entry

Journal by consideringthefactsin the text and what we atiinking, feeling andwondering about
what we are readindreflecting on thesplit-screen approachwe will dialogueabout ourselves as
readersandidentifying how we arebuilding skills asthinkers.

As mathematical thinkers, some of ugngaged in workshopsvith our mathematics consultant
Colleen. As part ofinding out we identified new strategies and information to assist us fuitting
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out different ways oplacing benchmark numbers on a number linausing a blank number line as
materials, we estimateavhen the benchmark numbers would go étptus with placing other numbers.
Some of ugengagedn learning opportunities where we focused oronversionbetweerfractions
anddecimals We usedlecimats as a hands on materiaio show how fractions and decimals
correlate with each other, so we calisee how 8/1(B tenths)is the same as 0(8 tenths) As
mathematicianswe learnt how to makeeasonableestimatesandjustify our thinking by giving
reasonsandevidence

As writers, andreaderswe will be continuing texplore the structure andfeaturesof apersuasive

text. We will befocusingon thevisual texts, such asdvertisements as a way to explorexaggerated
words within a text toconvincethe reader or viewer tagreewi t h t he wrSomeeofusé& 0
also beginning téune in to persuasive devicesve will be looking at the acrony®FOREST, which
explores persuasive devices sucllgeration, Facts,Opinion, Rhetorical questiormotive
languageStatistics, andrriplets, and we will bactivating our prior knowledge of each of these
devices, usig thethinking routine, Think, Pair, Share.

As readerswe are exploring a variety of ndittion texts to build our schema about the world we live
in. Before reading, we wilkctivate our prior knowledge and consider anywonderingsthat we may
have. Afte reading, we will locate key information, areflect on our learning bydentifying our new
ideasand discoveries.

As part of ourAgreed Waysit is expected that we engage in home learning every night. As part of o
Mathematical Thinking, we will be gven a specific focus that will be pasted onto our new counting
sheets. Once we have achieved our specific focus we will be given a new focus. This will allow us
time andopportunity to consolidate our counting and place value knowledge and furthdopeve
fluency andreasoningskills.

Leadership Centre

Year 5/6 Learning Spaces

An inquiry mindset brings with it a continual focus on the act of learning itself. As students are going about
learning task (whether it is composing a piece ofingi listening to a guest speaker, or reading through
information as part of a research task) they are mindful of how that learning is happening and of what they 3
using/doing as thinkers, collaborators, self managers or communicator&ath Murdach 2015

As thinkers, as part ofuning in, we will engagein the thinking movesnaking connections,
wondering, building explanationsandcapturing the heart as weexplore the wordHospitality,

through the thinking routin®laking Meaning. As collaborators we will makecollective meaningby
respondingto andbuildingoff e ac h ot h e rTaking turess vpe avill espandto the word
Hospitality with asingle word. Each of our words has to be unique so that it will add todhective
meaning Next we wi | add on t o s o0 meanditienalevbrd @ ghsmasewlen wle wi
will document aquestionand write our owrdefinition of the wordHospitality. As we arebuilding
meaningwe will respondone at a time so that ooontributions add to the converation.

As inquirers, we will begin to engage in ouFime Investigationsi our personal inquirieswhere we
have aropportunity to inquire into something in which we have a high level of interest and are
passionate about investigatingAs learners we will focus on strengthening our learning capacity
by choosing dearning asset gohto focus on during our iTime relateditaproving ourselves as a
self-manager, researcher, collaborator, thinkeror communicator. We will also have an opportunity
to choose @ispositionto focusoiwhat we are | earning to Ohebo
As part oftuning in we will watch someecordings of past students from our Learning Community
who will share their iTime investigations some things to take into considgon when choosing a
topic to investigate and thansights andchallenges during the processf iTime. We will alsoview
some short clips recommended by Kath Murdoch, that show children making a difference to
themselves and others. We will then héimee and opportunity to document our thinking on our
iTime proposal. We will use the key thinking movestivating prior knowledge andraising
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guestionsas we document what we anterested in investigatingeither througtdiscovering,
making, designing, eploring, proving, testing or creating.

As writers and as part dinding out we will beengagingin writing workshops with author Michael
Wagner. We will use a variety of images to assist us to engalgsoniptive writing and we will use
sensory detailthat will help to paint a picture and appeal to our readersfd@usin ourwritten texts
will be to make our readers see, hear, taste, smell and feel what we want to say and we will focus
usingsimilesto make our writing more vivid and powerful.

As mathematiciansand inquirers, we will continue to explorplace value.We will engagen the
thinking routineClaim, Support Questionas we document some of aliscoveriesrelated to
strategies we can use when recognising, representing and orderingreaugdme of us, as part of
sorting out, will be making, comparing andordering decimal numbersand some of us will be
comparing, ordering andrepresenting decimals on a number lineWe will explore a variety of
digital texts to help usonsolidate our uncerstandingincluding the programs Rainforest Maths and
Targetting Maths.

Visual ArtsLearning

AiWe should try to paint pictures of how

Wassily Kandinsky (18661 1994)

As Inquir ersthe Foundation to Year Two students will continuexplore the expressive qualities of
line and colour. They wikkxperimentwith different types of lines and expressive qualities of these
lines. For example:

- Soft, wavy lines,

- Crazy, mixed upihe

- Sad, heavy line

- Angry, jagged line

As communicatorsthe students wiltreatetheir own artworkexpressinganger. They will use red and
black pastels or crayons creating the angriest, sharpest, most jagged lines.

As communicatorsthe Year Thre¢o Six students will view a video on Cubism as well as view
artworks by Picasso and Paul Klee where they will have the opportuitsciesssthe contrasting styles
of these two artists arréflect onthe visual arts elements of line, shape, colour andused in the
portraits viewed.

After exploring the visual arts practices of Picasso and Klee the students will bedgsigmtheir own
cubist inspired portrait.

Artworks created in Week 3 Bushfires Year Three to Six
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Portraits Foundation - Year Two




