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NEWSLETTER 
12th August 2019 

 

“God is in love with us and keeps using you and me to light the light of love in the world.”  

Mother Teresa 

To All In Our Learning Community, 

  

Learning communities require an ongoing agenda for improvement to be effective and self-reflective. Our 

professional learning community continues to engage with current research and practice in 21st century education. 

This is evidenced through the professional learning of all staff at Mother Teresa PS who engage in learning with 

education experts such as Kath Murdoch, Colleen Monaghan, Ron Ritchhart and most recently with principal 

researchers of the Enhancing Catholic School Identity Project (ECSIP).   This engagement with research and its 

application within our 21st contemporary learning environment is seen through professional collaboration with the 

primary purpose of improving the school experience and learning outcomes of our children; providing the very best 

in Catholic education.  In providing this we echo again the words of Russian education psychologist, Vygotsky when 

he says, ‘Children grow into the intellectual life around them’.  

  

 Every four years schools are asked to participate in a formal review process to share their improvement 

strategies and identify their strengths and challenges. A review is an opportunity to further reflect and evaluate, to 

celebrate and to strengthen our learning community. We welcome this coming Wednesday and Thursday our 

external school reviewers, Mrs Diane Pekin, lead reviewer with ACER (Australian Council for Educational 

Research) and Mrs Sandra Ritchie, Catholic Education Melbourne.  In the past weeks our reviewers have been 

reading school documentation related to our school philosophy and our learning and teaching approach.  During 

their time with us this week Diane and Sandra will have the time and opportunity to engage with staff, a number of 

students and parents, confirming and affirming our educational endeavours at Mother Teresa PS.  

 

 

 Kind regards 

Chris  
 

 

 

This Week’s Happenings   
Monday 12th August       

Welcome Staff from Grovely PS, Queensland  

 

Tuesday 13th August            

Professional Learning ~ Positive Behaviour   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 14th August               

Welcome Diane Pekin and Sandra Richie School 

Reviewers  

Professional Learning~ Review    

 

Thursday 15th August     
Welcome Diane Pekin and Sandra Richie School 

Reviewers  

 

Friday 9th August  

     

  

 



Confirmation preparation and celebration  

Please note the dates for preparation of the sacrament of Confirmation  

Confirmation Presentation Weekend  

Saturday 17th August /Sunday 18th August  

Children are required to attend one of the parish Masses with a parent. 

Good Samaritan, Roxburgh Park (1-29 Southern Cross Drive, Roxburgh Park) 

Saturday 6.30pm or 

Sunday   9:30am   11.00am   6:00pm 

Bishop’s Visit  

 Bishop Terry will visit the children on Wednesday 21st August  

Confirmation Celebration 12.30pm 

Sunday 25th August @ Kolbe Catholic College, Greenvale Lakes. Mother Teresa Primary School children 

will celebrate Confirmation at 12.30pm.  

 

Current Families with a Foundation Child 2020  
Current families with Foundation children 2020 are invited to make an interview time on either Monday 

9th September, Wednesday 11th September.  Please contact Lina at reception to make a time.  

 

Re-enrolment 2020   
Thank you to those who promptly returned their re-enrolment details.  Our re-enrolments show very little 

movement and therefore the need for waiting lists in all areas of our school.  

 

School Fees ~ Term 3  
Term Two school fee account of $460 was forwarded to families on Thursday 9th August 2019 and are due 

for payment by Monday 26th August 2019. Please check your child’s bag for the school fees statement.  

School fee payments can be made via credit card, cheque or cash. A direct debit arrangement can also be 

made. The school account payment details are: BSB 083 347 Account 82676 1906; Mother Teresa Catholic 

Primary School, NAB. Please ensure you place your Family name to transaction so we can match your 

payment! 

Our school does rely on school fees for many recurrent costs so prompt payment is appreciated.  
 

Promote your Business  
Our Lady’s parish is promoting its fete to take place on Sunday 20th October 2019.  An advertising flier 

will be forwarded to 15,000 homes in the area. If you would like an A5 full colour promotion of your 

business for $1000 please contact the Parish Office on 9412 8490. 

 

Parish Fete Raffle Tickets  
Our Lady’s parish fete is to take place on Sunday 20th October 2019.  All parish school families, Our 

Lady’s PS, Good Samaritan PS, Mother Teresa PS and Oscar Romero PS are asked to support the fete 

through the selling of raffle tickets. A book of raffle tickets was forwarded to each family. 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge   
Each year the Premier holds a Premier’s Reading Challenge. The purpose of the challenge is to encourage 

children to read. By reading a number of books the children receive a certificate of participation from the 

Premier.  

As a learning community we encouraged all children to join the challenge.   

Students who have registered for the challenge still have time to read and enter the books online.   

The final date for entering reading challenge books is Friday 6th September 2019.   

Congratulations to those children and families who have continued with the challenge over the past 

months. There is still time to meet your target of books read! 

 

Landscaping Works 
Landscaping works have begun around our Year 3/ 4 area.  In the coming weeks we will see a retaining 

wall and seating formed by mudstone and some planting in this area. This will provide further passive 

seating areas and access for our Year 3/ 4 children for further outdoor learning opportunities.  



Child Safe  
All students attending Mother Teresa Catholic Primary School have the right to feel safe.  The care, safety and 

wellbeing of children and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school. 

 

The power of student voice is extremely important particularly if they feel unsafe. Our learning community 

is committed to promoting student voice and their reporting of unsafe behaviour.   It is important that all in 

our community promote the following with our children:  

“We want children and young people to feel safe and be safe.  It is never OK for anyone to hurt you. 

Everyone who works at Mother Teresa Primary School will do their best to make sure that you: 

- Feel comfortable; feel cared for; feel safe; and are safe”  

“If you are not happy with something that is happening here or there is sonneting you are worried 

about, we want you to tell someone you trust” safeguardingchildren.com.au    

 

   

 

Parents & Friends News  

Our next Parents and Friends meeting is Wednesday 21st August at 7.30pm. All Welcome.  

 

MS Fundraiser 
Thanks you to all families who contributed to our MS fundraiser. The total funds raised was 

$1200.  

 

 

What’s Happening in the Learning Spaces 

“Parents should be educated in the language of schooling, so that the home and school can share the 

expectations, and the child does not have to live in two worlds – with little understanding between the 

home and the school”.  John Hattie, 2009 

 

Foundation to Year 2 Learning Spaces  
As readers, we are continuing to explore the whole school scripture Genesis 1:26-2:3 and engage in the 

thinking routine ‘Word-Phrase-Sentence’ to identify new ideas, interpret the text and make 

connections. We are using the thinking routine ‘What Makes You Say That’  to justify our thinking 

about how we connect to key words, phrases or sentences within the scripture. 

 

As inquirers, we will use the visual organiser, Question Matrix, to help develop deeper questions to gain 

a better understanding about the places teachers are connected to, what makes them special and how we 

might care for them. We will explore different ways of being a researcher by emailing, interviewing 

experts and writing letters to ask our questions.  

 

As mathematicians we are finding out about the different features of maps. We are beginning to give and 

follow directions to different locations around our school using our bird's eye view maps. As writers we 

are writing directions using the structure of a procedural text. Some of us are exploring directional 

language such as over, under, on top of, under, between and through.  

 

 

Year 3 – 4 Learning Spaces  
“Opportunities are the bread and butter of teaching. The tasks we create set the stage for students’ 

performance, either by inspiring, engaging and opening up possibilities…” (Ron Ritchhart, 2015) 

As mathematicians, we continuing to find out about the meaning of numbers that is; the numerator and 

denominator in a fraction. As thinkers, we will apply our knowledge to decide whether certain fractions 

sit closer to 0, ½ or 1 on a number line. We will engage in the thinking routine Claim Support 

Question and use the thinking move reasoning with evidence to justify our thinking strategies. We are 



also focusing on using fact families as a way to tune in to multiplication and division and make 

connections with fractions. As collaborators, we are sharing our ideas respectfully by developing a list 

of mathematical words that connect between fractions, decimals, multiplication and division.  

Example:  

2 x 3 = 6 

3 x 2 = 6 

6 ÷ 2 = 3 

6 ÷ 3 = 2  

As part of our faith and life inquiry, we are continuing to explore our compelling question ‘How does 

where you live affect how you live?” by viewing images of different parts around Australia and the 

world. We are dialoguing with others and inquiring into the geographical characteristics and cultural 

practices that may influence the way people live. We will revisit and reflect critically on the scripture 

passage Genesis 1 and read the Aboriginal creation story. Through dialogue with others, we will 

respectfully engage with the Catholic faith and in dialogue with other traditions, and look for new layers of 

meaning as we make connections between both stories of creation. We will make our thinking visible 

using a Venn diagram graphic organizer that shows our interpretation of the Christian story and the 

Aboriginal story of creation.  

 

Year 5 – 6 Learning Spaces  

When we ask students to reflect on what they learned, how they learned it and the questions they still 

have, we are building self-knowledge and getting evidence of the degree to which they are noticing their 

learning. Kath Murdoch 2015 

 

As part of our Faith and Life inquiry we are exploring Genesis 1:26 - 2:3. As thinkers we are engaging in 

the thinking moves activating our prior knowledge and developing wonderings. We are using the 

thinking routine Think-Puzzle-Explore as a tool to support our understanding. First we will activate our 

prior knowledge and then we will raise questions and identify what we are wondering and want to 

personally investigate further. We will discuss strategies for exploring some of our wonderings 

including reading a variety of commentaries. As communicators and thinkers we will dialogue with each 

other engaging in the thinking routines Think Pair Share and What makes you say that?, articulating 

our ideas and justifying our current thinking. In reading the text from a future orientated perspective 

we will document in what ways the text talks to us today using the sentence starter This text tells me of a 

world in which…  As reflective thinkers we will also have time and opportunity to select a 

hermeneutical prompt we believe we used as we were learning hermeneutically and document what 

makes us say that. 
 

As learners and as a way to help us think more deeply and carefully about our ability to make 

connections between our current inquiry we will use SOLO taxonomy, which stands for Structure of 

Observed Learning Outcome. As learners we will use the five levels of understanding, as a self-

assessment and document the level of understanding we believe we are currently demonstrating and 

reason with evidence using the thinking routine What makes us say that? We will identify one of the 

following levels: 

Pre-Structural: I can’t think of anything. I don’t get it. I don’t have any ideas. 

Uni-Structural: I have a couple of ideas about this and I need help to think of more. 

Multi-Structural: I can think of lots of ideas and can give several examples. 

Relational: I can make connections between different ideas & explain why this is important. 

Extended Abstract: I can see how all of this connects to other things I know about. I can see the bigger 

picture and make predictions/inferences based on this. 

 

As mathematicians and inquirers, as part of finding out, we are exploring a variety of strategies for 

addition including Adding On, Compensation and Moving. Adding On: In this strategy the number being 

added is decomposed into parts, and each part is added separately. For example 136+143. First add the 

100 so 136+100 is 236. Then add the 40 so 236+40 is 276. Finally add the 3 so 276+3 is 279. 

Compensation: In this strategy we add more than is required and then subtract the extra amount. For 

example 236+297. First add 3 to the 297 to make it 300 so 236 + 300 is 536. Subtract 3 (the difference 

between 297 and 300): 536 – 3 is 533. So, 236 + 297 is 533. Moving: In this strategy we ‘move’ a quantity 

from one addend to another to create an expression with friendly numbers. For example 153+598. Move 2 



from 153 to 598 to make 151+ 600 is 751. So 153+598 is 751. As mathematical inquirers we will select 

and apply the most effective and efficient strategies for solving a variety of problems. 

 

Japanese  
As communicators Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2 will begin to explore the folktale called “The Hare and 

the Tortoise” in Japanese. We will tune in to the tale with a shared performance of the story. We will 

practice being confident as we chorus the words for the story and act out the gestures and actions of the 

characters. We will then learn the hiragana character かand make connections with the word “tortoise” or 

かめ from the tale. We will practice writing this hiragana by tracing and copying its shape using stroke 

order. 

 

As learners and communicators Year 3 and Year 4 will continue to explore a folktale in Japanese called 

“大きいかぶ“or The Big Turnip. As learners and thinkers will explore an alternative version of the story 

in the form of a play. We will read and discuss the play together and activate prior knowledge as we 

discuss which familiar characters we could include in the script. As collaborators we will then work in 

groups to create our own version of the play. We will practice being resourceful and use a word bank of 

alternative characters to create an original version of the story. 

 

As learners and communicators Year 5 and Year 6 will continue to explore a folktale in Japanese called 

“大きいかぶ“or The Big Turnip. As thinkers we will consider the compelling question “How can we 

communicate a folktale in Japanese to a younger audience?” We will continue to collaborate in groups or 

work as individuals to reproduce the story in forms, such as picture story book, comic or performance. We 

will focus on being open-minded and flexible as we consider other’s thinking about how the learning 

should be presented for a younger audience. We will also practice being reflective as we work through 

each step of the process to ensure we create an effective learning object. 

 

 

Performing Arts ~ Music 
As thinkers and collaborators the students in Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2 will explore and engage in 

the concepts of melody, pitch and rhythm. Students will continue to engage in the practice of active 

listening. The song that we will be focusing on for this week’s learning is Edvard Grieg “In the Hall of the 

Mountain King”. Students will be actively listening to the music and trying to identify the different 

elements of music they can hear in the performance. The students will also be engaging in some learning to 

help them with their ongoing inquiry into rhythm and beat. The activities the students will be engaged in 

are the circle game Bounce High, Bounce Low and Echo singing. 

  

As researchers and collaborators the students in Years 3 and 4 will explore and engage in the concepts of 

melody, pitch and rhythm. Students will continue to engage in the practice of active listening. The song 

that we will be focusing on for this week's learning is Astor Piazzolla’s “Tango Apasionado”. Students will 

be actively listening to the music and trying to identify the different elements of music they can hear in the 

performance. The students will also be engaging in some learning tasks to help them with their ongoing 

inquiry into beat and rhythm. The learning tasks the students will be engaged in this week are an 

interactive video sweet beats and a rhythm game beat master. 

  

As researchers and thinkers the students in Years 5 and 6 will explore and engage in the concepts of 

melody, pitch and rhythm. Students will continue to engage in the practice of active listening. The song 

that the students will be focusing on for this week's learning activity is Michael Jackson’s “Thriller”. 

Students will be actively listening to the music and trying to identify the different elements of music they 

can hear in the performance. The students will also be engaging in some learning tasks to help them with 

their ongoing inquiry into how to play the ukulele. The students will engage in the learning and practice of 

the song “jam track no.2”. This song introduces the students to the G7 chord. Students will be learning 

how to play the chord then practice playing along with the backing track. 

 

 

 



Sustainability / Visual Arts  
“The world as perceived by the artist, may be portrayed in creative and playful ways, helping us look at any of the 

identified problems with new eyes, re-contextualising or re-interpreting problems in a novel way to prompt new 

questions that may lead to new creative solutions.  The very process of ecological art is science in action, even 

scientific experiment in action” (Dr Adrienne Hunt, University of Sydney, 2018).    

 
This week as learners of sustainable practices and artists there will be time and opportunity to continue 

inquiring in to what food scraps are to be placed in the organics bins and why some organic waste (food 

scraps) are not suited. Learners will continue researching ways to care for our worm farms. Our learning 

across the Arts domain and cross curricula area of sustainability will see artists designing a collage using 

various coloured textured paper outlining all the possible fruit and vegetable that worms like to eat. Last 

week a group of 5/6 children took time to visit our worm farms collecting worm tea and adding organic 

waste (food scraps) to the worm farms. This week they will bottle and label our worm tea.  

 

In our Kitchen Garden learning we will also be engaged in researching to find out what vegetables are in 

season and which vegetables need to be planted in our garden at this time of the year.  

 

Last week learners listed and photographed all the vegetables that are currently growing in our garden and 

this week will be given the time and opportunity to work in small groups to discuss and design their ideal 

vegetable garden including various art sculptures that will enhance our garden. They will have the 

opportunity to spend time in the garden weeding and preparing the soil. 
 

As a Catholic Dialogue school our approach promotes Pope Francis’ papal document Laudato Si- Care for 

our Common Home and is in keeping with a current movement to consider ecological justice and its 

implications and possibilities through all curriculum areas.  Our learning in these areas will enable learners 

to think critically about the protection of the earth and will provide time and opportunity for learners to 

visually represent their thinking through practical actions and art; art, that is, both sustainable and 

representative of a care for creation.    

 

Visual Arts Focus Groups Foundation- Year 2  

Every three weeks a new focus group of Foundation-2 students will be working with Clay in the Art Studio 

with Mrs Hall.  As inquirers, the children have been engaging in the ‘See Think Wonder’ thinking 

routine to assist them to think more deeply about this new art material. Some of the thinking this week 

includes: 

“I see the clay and it is a really light grey colour. I think clay is like play dough. I wonder what clay is 

made of. I see it is kept in a plastic bag. I think clay is soft and mushy. I think it could be mud. I think it 

looks a bit like Blue Tac.” 

Some reminders when the children bring their clay home from school: 

·         Please remove the clay artworks from the plastic bag or they will go mouldy! 

·         Place them uncovered on a bench/windowsill to dry out. As they are not being fired in a kiln, 

they will be quite fragile. 

·         After 2-3 weeks, children can paint them with acrylic paint or pva glue if they would like to. 

·         The clay we are using is from Northcote Pottery. It is a non-toxic, earthen ware, hand 

building clay that may be disposed of in the garden or in your regular rubbish bin. Care should be 

taken not to inhale the dust from the dried clay. 

·         A reminder to all F-2 students to please bring in an art smock. 

 

Physical Education  
In Physical Education classes this week students will be engaging in learning with a major focus on 

Fundamental movement skills and game concepts associated with invasion style sports (Attacking, 

defending and keeping possession of the ball). 
 
Foundation to Year two students will be introduced to a category of sports known as ‘striking’ sports. 

Students will draw on their prior knowledge of sports that require them to hit an object, they will focus on 



the fundamentals of striking and try to hit targets at different distances. Students will discuss the 

importance of watching the ball when striking and explain what changes occur to their bodies when they 

are trying to hit hard compared to hitting for accuracy.  
 
Year Three, Four, Five and Six students will be engaging in a soccer program run by the Melbourne 

Victory Football Club. This program will run for 3 weeks this term and will focus on teaching the students 

new skills through short game based activities. As thinkers students will need to think logically, creatively 

and tactically in this invasion style sport.  
 
As the weather becomes colder students are reminded to wear their sports jackets out to physical education 

lessons, please ensure that all items of clothing has your child's name on it to avoid confusion.  
 

Sports Club ~ Lunch times  
Students are invited to come along and participate in a ‘sports club’ with Mr Insolia at lunch times. Each 

week the club will have a different sporting focus and everyone is welcome to come and join in the fun 

while being physically active. Everyone is welcome and I’m looking forward to seeing you all there! 

 

The club will run on the following days. 

 Foundation - Year 2 students: Monday 

 Year 3 - 4 students: Wednesday 

 Year 5 - 6 students: Thursday 

 

 

After School Care at Mother Teresa Primary School 

Watch this space throughout the term for regular updates from our Extend team!   
Monday   

● Baking a Caramel slice 

● Finalising Extend-a-Hand storybooks 

Tuesday  
● Around the world program with France 
● Elephant toothpaste experiment 

Wednesday  
● Mentos and cola experiment  

● Obstacle course  

Thursday   
● Making moon rocks  

● Markers up 

Friday  
● Fizzy Rainbow Science  
● Uno Tournament 

 

The Extend Superstar is…   
Mili... for her ongoing assistance and participation during group time. Thank you Mili! 

 

What’s Been Happening?   
This week was Art Attack week! We all had a fantastic time participating in a range of exciting arts activities including 
tape painting, splash painting and a special craft station activity. The fun did not stop there, for our weekly cooking 
activity this week, we got arty and drew wonderful pictures with fruit and decorated fancy biscuits. We closed our 
week off with some wonderful landscape and nature canvas paintings which all look amazing! We are looking 
forward to our fun science week this week and we hope you’ll join us for all the fun experiments we have lined up. 

 

Enrol and book now Extend.com.au 

 

 

 



 

Term Three Dates  
   

   

Wednesday 21st August Parents & Friends Meeting @ 7.30pm 

Sunday 25th August    Confirmation Celebration at Kolbe 12.30pm  

Friday 30th August  Father's Day Stall 

Sunday 1st September Father’s Day 

Monday 2nd September  Father’s Day Morning Tea 

Thursday 5th September  Mother Teresa Feast Day   

Wednesday 11th September Experience Music Soiree Session 1 – 6.00 – 7.00pm 

Thursday 12th September Experience Music Soiree Session 2 – 6.00 – 7.00pm 

Friday 20th September End of Term 3 

Monday 7th October   Term Four Begins 8.50am 
 عيد الافتراض )عيد انتقال السيدة العذراء بالنفس والجسد الى السماء(          آب / أغسطس 15الخميس 

 ظهرا 12:30في مدرسة كولبي    احتفال منح سر التثبيت )الميرون(            آب / أغسطس  25الأحد 
 معرض لشراء الهدايا لعيد الأب          آب / أغسطس   30الجمعة 
 الاحتفال الصباحي لعيد الأب              أيلول/ سبتمبر  2 الاثنين

  عيد الام تريزا            أيلول/ سبتمبر  5الخميس 
 نهاية الفصل الدراسي الثالث            أيلول/ سبتمبر 20الجمعة 
  صباحا 8:50بداية الفصل الدراسي الرابع       تشرين الأول /أكتوبر  7الاثنين 

 

 

 

Term Dates 2019 

Term Three: Monday 15th July 2019 - Friday 20th September 2019 

Term Four: Monday 7th October – Tuesday 17th December 2019 

 

The following dates are correct at the time of printing. Please read the newsletter each week and note the weekly 

happenings. 

 

 

 

 

Community News 

  

 



 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 


